
COUNCIL AGENDA: 2-14-06 
ITEM: 3 ,'3 

C I T Y  OF 

J 
CAI'l'rAL 01- SILICON VALLEY 

TO: 	HONORABLE MAYOR AND FROM: William F. Sherry, A.A.E. 
CITY COUNCIL 

SUBJECT: 	 SEE BELOW DATE: January 27,2006 

SUBJECT: 	 FAA GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A FIRE 
TRUCK 

RECOMMENDATION 

Adoption of a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for, and execute upon receipt, a 
grant from the Federal Aviation Administration to be used to acquire a fire truck for the Norman 
Y. Mineta San Jose International Airport, in an amount in excess of the City Manager's contract 
authority of $100,000. 

BACKGROUND 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require the Airport to maintain certain safety 
standards in order to operate as a commercial service airport. At present, the Airport is published 
as an Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) Index Level D Airport, based upon the size of 
aircraft and frequency of operations. Index Level D requires three operational ARFF vehicles at 
all times. 

The FAA's projected useful life of an ARFF vehicle is fifteen years. Currently, one of the 
Airports' three operational ARRF vehicles is fourteen years old (1992) and the reserve vehicle is 
eighteen years old (1988). Due to increasing maintenance costs and the availability of FAA 
grant funding, staff recommends securing these grant funds to offset replacement costs for one 
ARFF vehicle. 

ANALYSIS 

Airport staff estimates that a new ARFF vehicle will cost approximately $1,250,000. The FAA 
informed Airport staff that approximately $1,000,000 in discretionary federal grant funds is 
available for the purchase of a replacement ARFF vehicle. The grant funding, if awarded, will 
be used to acquire a vehicle that satisfies the Airport's immediate needs and allows the Airpol-t to 
consistently maintain Index D requirements. 
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OUTCOMES 

Approval of this recommendation will allow the Airport to receive federal grant funds to replace 
an aging ARFF vehicle, to maintain compliance with operational requirements. 

PLILIC OUTREACH 

Not applicable. 

COORDINATION 

This report has been coordinated with the FAA and the City Attorney's Office. 

COST IMPLICATIONS 

The grant funding, if awarded, will be used to offset the cost of acquiring a fire truck, which is 
estimated to cost $1,250,000. The Airport's share of the cost, about 20%, is proposed to be 
appropriated at the time the grant is awarded. 

BUDGET REFERENCE 

Two separate actions to recognize and to appropriate the grant and local funding will be 
requested upon receipt of grant approval from the FAA. 

CEQA 

Resolution Nos. 67380 and 7145 1, PP 06-010 

,~(d--	 WILLIAM F. SHERRY, A.A.E 
Director of Aviation 




