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Approved Date 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 8 

SUBJECT: DEVELOPMENT OF AN ARTWORK TO COMMEMORATE THE LOCAL 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF FLIGHT PIONEER JOHN J. MONTGOMERY IN 
THE PARK SITE UNDER DEVELOPMENT AT YERBA BUENA AND SAN 
FELIPE ROADS AND ADOPTION OF APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENTS IN THE COUNCIL DISTRICT 8 CONSTRUCTION AND 
CONVEYANCE TAX FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $22,000 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Approval of additional construction and engineering services for the commemorative public 
art project to recognize flight pioneer John J. Montgomery in the park site at San Felipe and 
Yerba Buena Roads in the amount of $22,000. 

2. Adopt the following Appropriation Ordinance Amendments in the Construction Tax and 
Property Conveyance Tax Fund: Parks Purposes Council District 8: 
A. Increase the Council District 8 Public Art appropriation by $22,000. 
B. Decrease the Ending Fund Balance by $22,000. 

OUTCOME 

Creating a prominent artwork at the Yerba Buena and San Felipe Roads will bring attention to 
the historic flights of John J. Montgomery and create a visual gateway to the Evergreen foothills. 

BACKGROUND 

John J. ("J. J.") Montgomery was a locally-based flight pioneer, a contemporaw of the Wright 
Brothers. Early in the last century, while experimenting with glider flight from the east San JosC 
foothills in the Evergreen District, he discovered the basic principles of flight, a cornerstone in 
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the evolution of aviation science. His pioneering work was cut short with his untimely death 
when his glider crashed into an Evergreen hillside. Today, he is widely recognized for this major 
contribution to modern aeronautics; however, this aviation pioneer and the important work he 
accomplished in the east San Jose foothills is not well-known to the local community. At 
present, a California State Historic landmark plaque is placed near the entrance to Evergreen 
Community College, and there is a small, informal informational display in the remote 
Montgomery Hill Park situated along the eastern border of the Evergreen campus. 

There is a request from Vice-Mayor Cortese to provide greater recognition of Montgomery's 
legacy through a commemorative public art installation that is being created in conjunction with 
the development of a small park site at the well-trafficked corner of Yerba Buena and San Felipe 
Roads. 

The park site development at the busy intersection was already a priority, and it has been 
determined to be a desirable location in which to provide the community with access to 
information on J. J. Montgomery's great legacy. 

At its public meeting on March 8,2006, the Arts Commission approved the Public Art 
Committee's recommendation to proceed with the design development of a proposal by artist 
Kent Roberts for an artwork to commemorate J.J. Montgomery's life and pioneering work. The 
Arts Commission's action supported the recommendation fiom the community following 
community review of several artwork proposals in a public meeting. Initial funding was 
identified within three sources: Public Art - Parks and Recreation Bond Projects; Council 
District 8 Public Art; and Parks Trust Fund derived from Evergreen Community Center and 
Hillstone Park. On November 8,2006, the Arts Commission recommended that the City enter 
into a fabrication/installation contract with Kent Roberts, in an amount not to exceed $71,000. 

ANALYSIS 

Subsequent to the approval of Kent Robert's artwork proposal, Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services (PRNS) and Department of Public Works (DPW) staff identified several 
critical issues at the park site that necessitated changes to the site plan for the park, with a 
resultant impact on the design of the artwork. It was determined that the location of underground 
utilities would require the artwork, a vertical sculptural element, to be repositioned further back 
on the site. In order to respond to the reduced visibility created by this positioning, the height of 
the artwork must be increased. There will also be some amenities and improvements at the site 
to enhance park use experience. 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST 

Criteria 1: Requires Council action on the use of public h d s  equal to $1 million or 
greater. 
(Required: Website Posting) 

J Criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public 
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E- 
mail and Website Posting) 

a Criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that 
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or a 
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting, 
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers) 

This action meets Criteria 2 above. The Office of Cultural Affairs has included public outreach 
as a key component throughout the development of this project. The following is a list of 
community meetings that were held to facilitate the visioning, artist selection and design review 
for this project: 

Location 
Evergreen Community Center 
Evergreen Community Center 
Cedar Grove Elementary School 
City Hall 
City Hall 
City Hall 
City Hall 
City Hall 

Purpose 
Community Artist Selection 
Meet the Artists 
Artist & Concept Selection 
Public Art Committee Concept Review 
Arts Commission Concept Approval 
Public Art Committee Schematic Review 
Public Art Committee Design Dev. Review 
Arts Commission Design Development 

COORDINATION 

This memorandum has been coordinated with the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 
Department and the City Attorney's Office. 

COST IMPLICATIONS 

The increase in the artwork fabrication costs include increasing the size of the artwork, adding 
lighting features, and enhancements to seating in the park site. 

Artwork costs 
Project Revisions 
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Total Project Costs $105,000 

Approval of any change orders arising from this action will follow the procedures set forth in the 
Municipal Code. 

COST SUMMARYIIMPLICATIONS 

1. COST OF PROJECT 
Project DeliveryIAdministration Costs 
Artwork Construction (See Cost Breakdown Below) 
Artwork Design 
Total Public Art Project Costs 

Prior Year Expenditures 
REMAINING PROJECT COSTS 

COST ELEMENTS OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 
Materials $ 45,000 
Labor 1 1,000 
Storage and Shipping 5,000 
Construction Management 10,000 
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT $ 71,000 

2. SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
471- Parks and Recreation Bond Projects Fund 
386 - Construction Tax and Property Conveyance Tax Fund: Parks Purposes Council 

District 8 
375 - Subdivision Park Trust Fund 

3. FISCAL IMPACT: 
The public art project is expected to be completed by June 2007. The annual operating and 
maintenance cost of the artwork project is minimal and will be integrated into normal park 
maintenance of Yerba Buena and San Felipe Park as part of the 2007-08 PRNS Department 
Operating and Maintenance Budget. Every 10 years, the sculptural element will require re- 
painting at an estimated cost of $5,000. This will be factored into the Office of Cultural 
Affairs' Public Art Maintenance Budget. 



HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
January 3,2007 
Subject: Development of an Artwork Recognizing Flight Pioneer JJ Montgomery 
Page 5 

BUDGET REFERENCE 

Note: In addition to the funding represented above, this memorandum includes an appropriation 
action requesting an additional $22,000 be allocated for necessary project costs. 

Fund # 

CEQA 

The pr ec is exempt. The reference number is PP06-068. 

2-g 

Appn. # 

LARRY D. LISENBEE 
Budget Director 

PAUL KRUTKO 
Director, Office of Economic Development 

Appn. Name 

Remaining Project Costs $72,000 
Current Funding Available 

Page 620 

Page 620 

Page 464 

Total 
A P P ~ .  

1011 7/06, Ord. No. 
27888 

1011 7/06, Ord. No. 
27888 

1011 7/06, Ord. No. 
27888 

$16,000 

$1 6,000 

$18,000 
$50,000 

375 

375 

386 

Adopted Capital 
Budget Page 

Total Project Funding 

5092 

5097 

5406 

Last Budget Action 
(Date, Ord. No.) 

Evergreen Center 
Expansion Public Art 

Hillstone Park 
Development Public Art 

Council District 8 Public 
Art 




